
Izmir University of Economics 

Political Science and International Relations PhD Program  

Turkish Politics Field Reading List 

 

Serif Mardin, 'Center Periphery Relations: A Key to Turkish Politics?', Deadalus, 2(1), 1973, 

pp. 169-90.  

 

Çağlar Keyder, “Whither the Project of Modernity”, in S. Bozdoğan and R. Kasaba, eds., 

Rethinking Modernity and National Identity in Turkey, (University of Washington Press, 

Seattle, 1997), pp. 37-51. 

 

Resat Kasaba, 'Kemalist Certainties and Modern Ambiguities', in Sibel Bozdogan and Resat 

Kasaba (eds.), Rethinking Modernity and National Identity in Turkey (University of 

Washington Press, 1997), pp. 15-36. 

 

Metin Heper, State Tradition in Turkey, (Walkington, UK: The Eothen Press, 1985).  

 

Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey (London: Oxford University Press, 1961).  

 

Stanford J. and Ezel Kural Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, 

Volume 2: Reform, Revolution and Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey, 1908–1975 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977).  

 

Erik J. Zürcher's Turkey: A Modern History, 3rd edition (London and New York: I. B. Tauris, 

2005). 

 

Feroz Ahmad, The Making of Modern Turkey (London and New York: Routledge, 1993).  

Geoffrey Lewis, Modern Turkey (London and Tonbridge: Ernest Benn, 1974).  

 

Roderic Davison, Turkey: A Short History, 2nd edn (Huntingdon: Eothen, 1988).   

 

Çağlar Keyder, State and Class in Turkey: A Study in Capitalist Development (London: 

Verso, 1987).  

 

Ergun Özbudun, Contemporary Turkish Politics: Challenges to Democratic Consolidation 

(Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2000). • Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, Turkish Dynamics: Bridge 

Across Troubled Lands (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005).  

 

Sina Akşin, Turkey from Empire to Revolutionary Republic: The Emergence of the Turkish 

Nation from 1789 to the Present (New York: New York University Press, 2007).  

 

Modern Türkiye'de Siyasî Düşünce, 8 volumes (İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları, 2001–2007). 

 

Alpaslan Özerdem and Matthew Whiting, eds. The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politics, 

(Routledge, 2019).  

 

 

 



Democratization 

 

İlter Turan, “Stability versus Democracy: The Dilemmas of Turkish Politics”, Dünü ve 

Bugünüyle Toplum ve Ekonomi 2 (1991), 31-53. 

 

İlkay Sunar and Sabri Sayarı, "Democracy in Turkey: Problems and Prospects", in: 

O'Donnell, Guillermo and Philippe C. Schmitter, editors, Transitions from Authoritarian 

Rule: Southern Europe (Baltimore and London: John Hopkins University Press, 1986), 165-

186.  

 

Ergun Özbudun, (1996) ‘Turkey: How Far From Consolidation?’ Journal of Democracy, vol. 

7, no. 3, pp. 123-138.  

 

Mark Tessler and Ebru Altinoglu, 'Political Culture in Turkey: Connections Among Attitudes 

Toward Democracy, the Military and Islam', Democratization, 11, 1, 2004, pp. 21-50. 

 

Kıvanç Atak, “Flap of the butterfly : Turkey’s June uprisings,” Donatella Della Porta and 

Alice Mattoni (eds), Spreading protest : social movements in times of crisis, Colchester : 

ECPR Press, 2014, pp. 253-292  

 

Ali Çarkoglu and Ersin Kalaycioğlu, Turkish Democracy Today: Elections, Protest and 

Stability in an Islamic Society, (London: I. B. Tauris, 2007). 

Ergun Özbudun, "Development of Democratic Government in Turkey", in Ergun Özbudun 

(ed.), Perspectives on Democracy in Turkey, (Ankara: Turkish Political Science Association 

Publication, 1988): 1-58. 

Yeşim Arat and Sevket Pamuk. Turkey Between Democracy and Authoritarianism, 

(Cambridge University Press, 2019).  

Berk Esen & Sebnem Gumuscu (2016) ¨Rising competitive authoritarianism in Turkey¨, 

Third World Quarterly, 37:9, 1581-1606. 

 

 

Secularism 

 

Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, (Montreal: McGill Univ. Press, 

1964): 3 – 250  

 

Haldun Gülalp, “Enlightenment by Fiat: Secularization and Democracy in Turkey,” Middle 

Eastern Studies. Vol. 41, no.3, 2005, 351 – 372.  

 

Göle, Nilüfer (1997) “Secularism and Islamism in Turkey: The Making of Elites and Counter 

Elites”, Middle East Journal, 51(1) pp.46-58.  

 

Ayşe.Kadıoğlu, “The Pathologies of Turkish Republican Laicism”, Philosophy and Social 

Criticism, vol.36, no.3/4, 2010, pp. 489-504.  

 

Şerif Mardin, "Religion and Secularism in Turkey", in: Kazancıgil, Ali and Ergun Özbudun, 

editors, Atatürk: Founder of a Modern State, (London: C. Hurst and Co., 1997), 191-219.  



 

Andrew Davison, “Laiklik and Turkey’s ‘Cultural’ Modernity: Releasing Turkey into 

Conceptual Space Occupied by ‘Europe’”, E. Fuat Keyman, ed., Remaking Turkey: 

Globalization, Alternative Modernities, and Democracy. (Oxford: Lexington Books, 2007), 

pp. 35-46.  

 

Kuru, Ahmet. Secularism and State Policies Toward Religion: The United States, France, and 

Turkey, (Cambridge University Press, 2012). 

 

 

Political Islam 

 

Faruk Birtek and Binnaz Toprak, 'The Conflictual Agendas of Neo-Liberal Reconstruction 

and The Rise of Islamic Politics in Turkey: The Hazards of Rewriting Modernity', Praxis 

International, 13, 1993, pp. 192-212.  

 

Yüksel Taşkın, ‘AKP's Move to "Conquer" the Center-Right: Its Prospects and Possible 

Impacts on the Democratization Process’, Turkish Studies, vol.9, no.1 2008: 53-72.  

 

Tepe, S. “Moderation of Religious Parties: Electoral Constraints, Ideological Commitments 

and the Democratic Capacities of Religious Parties in Israel and Turkey.” Political Research 

Quarterly 65, no. 3 (2012): 467-85.  

 

Ali Carkoglu, “Religiosity, Support for Seriat and Evaluations of Secularist Public Policies in 

Turkey”, Middle Eastern Studies, 40, 2, 2004, pp. 111-36.  

 

Metin Heper, “Islam and Democracy in Turkey: Toward a Reconciliation?” Middle East 

Journal, vol. 51 (1997): 32-45. 

 

Ziya Öniş, “The political economy of Islamic resurgence in Turkey”, Third World Quarterly, 

vol.18, n.4, pp.743-766.  

 

Haldun Gülalp, “Globalization and Political Islam: the Social Bases of Turkey’s Welfare 

Party”, International Journal of Middle East Studies, vol.33, n. 3, 2001. pp.433-448.  

 

Gamze Çavdar, “Islamist New Thinking in Turkey:A Model for Political Learning?” Political 

Science Quarterly vol.121, n.3, 2006, 477-497.  

 

Umit Cizre & Menderes Çınar, “Turkey 2003: Kemalism, Islamism and Politics in the Light 

of the February 28 Process,” South Atlantic Quarterly, vol.102, n.2/3, 2003, pp. 309-332.  

 

Murat Somer, “Moderate Islam and Secularist Opposition in Turkey: Implications for the 

World, Muslims and Secular Democracy”, Third World Quarterly, vol. 28, no. 7, 2007, pp. 

1271-1289. 

 

Ümit Cizre (ed.) Secular and Islamic Politics in Turkey: The Making of the Justice and 

Development Party, (London and New York: Routledge, 2008). 

 

M. Hakan Yavuz. Islamic Political Identity in Turkey, (Oxford University Press, 2003). 



 Kurdish Issue 

 

Mesut Yegen, 'Citizenship and Ethnicity in Turkey', Middle Eastern Studies, 40, 6, 2004, pp. 

51-66.  

 

Mesut Yegen, ‘Turkish Nationalism and the Kurdish Question’, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 

20, 1, 2007, 216-229.  

 

Aylin Guney, 'The People's Democracy Party', Turkish Studies, 3, 1, 2002, pp. 122-37.  

 

Murat Somer, “Defensive and Liberal Nationalisms: The Kurdish Question and 

Modernization/Democratization”, E. Fuat Keyman, ed., Remaking Turkey: Globalization, 

Alternative Modernities, and Democracy. (Oxford: Lexington Books, 2007), pp. 103-135 

 

Hakan Yavuz, “Five stages of the construction of Kurdish nationalism in Turkey,” 

Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, vol.7, no.3, 2001.  

 

E. Fuat Keyman, “Articulating citizenship and identity: the ‘Kurdish Question’ in Turkey”, in 

F. Keyman& A. İçduygu, eds., Citizenship in a Global World: European Questions and 

Turkish Experiences. (Routledge: London, Global Governance Series, 2005), pp. 267-288.  

Serhun Al, “Islam, ethnicity and the state: contested spaces of legitimacy and power in the 

Kurdish-Turkish public sphere.” Southeast European And Black Sea Studies , Vol. 19, No. 1, 

119-137, 2019. 

Serhun Al, “Elite Discourses, Nationalism and Moderation: A Dialectical Analysis of Turkish 

and Kurdish Nationalisms.” Ethnopolitics , Vol. 14, No. 1, 2015. 

Senem Aslan. Nation-Building in Turkey and Morocco: Governing Kurdish and Berber 

Dissent, (Cambridge University Press, 2014).  

Cengiz Gunes. The Kurdish National Movement in Turkey: From Protest to Resistance, 

(Routledge, 2012).  

 

Military 

 

William M Hale, “Turkish Politics and the Military: A Comparative Analysis”, Turkish 

Politics and the Military (Routledge, 1994), pp. 301-36.  

 

Metin Heper and Aylin Güney, “The Military and the Consolidation of Democracy: The 

Recent Turkish Experience”, Armed Forces and Society, vol. 26, no. 4, 2000, pp. 639-645.  

 

Umit Cizre, “The Anatomy of the Turkish Military’s Political Autonomy,” Comparative 

Politics, Vol.29, no.2 (1997): 151-166.  

 

Yaprak Gürsoy, “The Changing Role of the Military in Turkish Politics: Democratization 

Through Coup Plots?” Democratization, Vol. 19, No.4 (2012).  

 



Tanel Demirel, 'The Turkish Military's Decision to Intervene: 12 September 1980', Armed 

Forces & Society, 29, 2, 2003, pp. 253-80.  

 

Nil Şatana, “Transformation of the Turkish Military and the Path to Democracy”, Armed 

Forces and Society, vol. 34, no. 3, 2008, pp. 357-388. 

William Hale, Turkish Politics and the Military, (London: Routledge, 1994), passim. 

Kemal H. Karpat, "Military Interventions: Army-Civilian Relations in Turkey Before and 

After 1980," in M. Heper and A. Evin (eds.) State, Democracy and the Military in Turkey in 

the 1980s, (Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1988): 137 - 158. 

William Hale, "Transition to Civilian Governments in Turkey: The Military Perspective" in 

M. Heper and A. Evin (eds.) State, Democracy and the Military in Turkey in the 1980s, 

(Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1988): 159 - 75. 

George Harris, "The Role of the Military in Turkey in the 1980s: Guardians or Decision-

Makers?" in M. Heper and A. Evin (eds.) State, Democracy and the Military in Turkey in the 

1980s, (Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1988): 177 - 200.  

 

Political Culture 

 

Ergun Ozbudun, “State Elites and Democratic Culture in Turkey”, in Larry Diamond (ed.), 

Political Culture and Democracy in Developing Countries (Lynne Riener Publishers, 1993), 

pp. 247-68.  

 

Ilter Turan, “Religion and Political Culture in Turkey”, in Richard Tapper (ed.), Islam in 

Modern Turkey: Religion, Politics and Literature in a Secular State (I. B. Tauris, 1991), pp. 

31-55.  

 

İlter Turan, “The Evolution of Political Culture in Turkey”, in Ahmet Evin, Modern Turkey: 

Continuity and Change, (Berlin: Leske Verlag and Budrich, 1984): 84-112.  

 

 

Party System and Voting Behavior 

 

Barry Rubin and Metin Heper (eds.), Political Parties in Turkey, (London, Portland OR: 

Frank Cass), 2002.  

 

Ali Carkoglu, “Turkish Party System in Transition: Party Performance and Agenda Change”, 

Political Studies, XLVI, 1998, pp. 544-71. 

 

Yilmaz Esmer, “At the Ballot-Box: Determinants of Voting Behaviour in Turkey”, in Sabri 

Sayari and Yilmaz Esmer (eds.), Politics, Parties and Elections in Turkey (Lynne Rienner 

Publishers, 2001), pp. 91-114.  

 

Cem Baslevent, Hasan Kirmanoglu and Burhan Senatalar, “Voter Profiles and Fragmentation 

in the Turkish Party System”, Party Politics, 10(3), 2004, pp. 307-24. 

 

Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, “Elections and Party Preferences in Turkey: Changes and Continuities in 

the 1990s”, Comparative Political Studies, 27, (October 1994): 402 - 424.  

 



Sabri Sayari, 'The Changing Party System', in Sabri Sayari and Yilmaz Esmer (eds.), Politics, 

Parties and Elections in Turkey (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2002), pp. 9-32.  

 

Yılmaz Esmer, "Parties and the Electorate: A Comparative Analysis of Voter Profiles of 

Turkish Political Parties," in Çiğdem Balim et. al. (eds.) Turkey: Political, Social and 

Economic Challenges in the 1990s. (Leiden, New York, Köln: E. J. Brill, 1995): Chap. 5 

Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, "The Shaping of Party Preferences in Turkey: Coping with the Post-Cold 

War Era" New Perspectives on Turkey, (Spring 1999), 20: 47-76. 

Ali Çarkoglu and Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, Turkish Democracy Today: Elections, Protest and 

Stability in an Islamic Society, (London: I. B. Tauris, 2007): pp. 22 - 42 and pp. 113 - 221.  

Ali Çarkoğlu, "Ideology or Economic Pragmatism?: Profiling Turkish Voters in 2007," 

Turkish Studies, vol. 9, no. 2, (June 2008): pp. 317 -344. 

Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, "Attitudinal Orientation to Party Organizations in Turkey in the 2000s," 

Turkish Studies, vol. 9, no. 2, (June 2008): pp. 297 - 316. 

William Hale, "The Electoral System and the 2007 Elections: Effects and Debates," Turkish 

Studies, vol. 9, no. 2, (June 2008): pp. 233 – 246 

Sabri Sayarı, "The Changing Party System," in Sabri Sayarı and Yılmaz Esmer (eds.) Politics, 

Parties and Elections, (Boulder, and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2002): 9 - 32. 

 

Executive and the Bureaucracy 

 

Metin Heper, “State, Democracy and Bureaucracy in Turkey, in Metin Heper (ed.), The State 

and Public Bureaucracies: A Comparative Perspective, (New York: Greenwood Press, 1987): 

131 - 145.  

 

Metin Heper, "Bureaucrats, Politicians and Officiers in Turkey," in Ahmet Evin (ed.), Modern 

Turkey: 64 - 83. 

David Barchard, “Society and Bureaucracy: The Civil Service”, in B. Beeley (ed.), Turkish 

Transformation: New Century-New Challenges (The Eothen Press, 2002), pp. 198-219.  

 

Sabri Sayarı and Hasret Dikici Bilgin, “Paths to Power: The Making of Cabinet Ministers in 

Turkey,” Parliamentary Affairs, (2011): 1 – 26. 

 

 

Judiciary 

 

Ergun Özbudun, “Political Origins of the Turkish Constitutional Court and the Problem of 

Democratic Legitimacy,” in Ozan Ergül (ed.), Democracy and the Judiciary, (Ankara: 

Türkiye Barolar Birliği, 2006): 279 – 293.  

 

Ceren Belge, “Friends of the court: The republican alliance and selective activism of the 

Constitutional Court of Turkey,” Law & Society Review, 40, (2006): 653–692.  

 

Ergun Özbudun, “Turkey’s Judiciary and the Drift Toward Competitive Authoritarianism,” 

The International Spectator, Vol. 50, No. 2, (June 2015): 42–55. 

 



Civil Society 

 

Binnaz Toprak, “Civil Society in Turkey,” in Augustus Richard Norton (ed.), Civil Society in 

the Middle East, (Leiden, New York, and Köln: E. J. Brill, 1996):87-118.  

 

Kalaycıoğlu, Ersin “State and Civil Society in Turkey: Democracy, Development and Protest” 

in Amyn B. Sajoo (ed.), Civil Society in the Muslim World: Contemporary Perspectives, 

(London, New York: I. B. Tauris, 2002): 247-272.  

 

Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, “Civil Society in Turkey: Continuity or Change?” in Brian W. Beeley (ed.) 

Turkish Transformation: New Century – New Challenges, (Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, 

England: The Eothen Press, 2002): 59-78. 

 

 

 

Media 

 

Jeffrey Haynes, “The AKP government in Turkey: politics, democracy and the media,” Lee 

Marsden and Heather Savigny (eds.) Media, Religion and Conflict, Ashgate, 2009.  

 

C. Christensen, “Concentration of ownership, the fall of unions and government legislation in 

Turkey,” Global Media and Communication 3 (2), 2007:179-199. 

 

Raşit Kaya and Barış Çakmur, “Politics and the Mass Media in Turkey,” Turkish Studies, 

vol.11, no.4, 2011. 

 

 

Political Economy 

Mina Toksöz, "The Economy: Achievements and Prospects", in Brian W. Beeley (ed.) 

Turkish Transformation: New Century - New Challenges, (Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, 

England: The Eothen Press, 2002): 141-164. 

Ziya Öniş, "Domestic Politics versus Global Dynamics: Towards a Political Economy of the 

2000 and 2001 Financial Crises in Turkey," Turkish Studies, vol. 4, no. 2, (Summer 2003): 1- 

30. 

E. Fuat Keyman and Ziya Öniş, Turkish Politics in a Changing World: Global Dynamics and 

Domestic Transformations, (Istanbul, Turkey: Istanbul Bilgi University Press, 2007). 

Şevket Pamuk. Uneven Centuries: Economic Development of Turkey since 1820, (Princeton 

University Press, 2018).  

Veli Yadırgı. The Political Economy of the Kurds of Turkey: From Ottoman Empire to the 

Turkish Republic, (Cambridge University Press, 2017).  

 

 

 

 



Turkish Foreign Policy  

 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy since 1774, 3rd. edition, (Routledge, 2013).  

Baskın Oran, ed. Turkish Foreign Policy, 1919-2006, (University of Utah Press, 2011).  

Tarik Oğuzlu (2008) Middle Easternization of Turkey’s Foreign Policy: DoesTurkey 

Dissociate from the West?, Turkish Studies, 9:1, 3-20. 

Hasan Kösebalaban. Turkish Foreign Policy: Islam, Nationalism, and Globalization, 

(Palgrave, 2011).  

Şaban Kardaş (2011) Turkey: redrawing the Middle East map or building sandcastles? Middle 

East Policy 17 (1), 115-136.  

Serhat Güvenç and Soli Özel. “NATO and Turkey in the post-Cold War world: between 

abandonment and entrapment.” Southeast European and Black Sea Studies 12, no. 4 (2012): 

533-553. 

Mustafa Aydin. “Foreign Policy, 1923 – 2018” in Özerdem, Alpaslan, and Matthew Whiting, 

eds. The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politics. Routledge, 2019. 

 


